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In what ways do you think child 

poverty manifests across society?



3 Roinn an Taoisigh | Department of the Taoiseach

Is child poverty a ‘messy’ problem?

A situation is complex or messy when there is a multitude of 

interrelated variables (stuff!) AND there is a range of 

perspectives.
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✓Children are more likely to be in poverty than adults.

✓Child poverty is about more than money.

✓Child poverty travels across generations.

✓Certain groups of children are at much greater risk.

✓Child poverty is situated in families and communities.

✓Not all poor children live in income poor households.

✓There is an established and ambitious policy agenda.

Child Poverty…
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Income Poverty Rates
Age 0-17, Central Statistics Office

Child poverty rates have gradually declined over the last 20 years, 

but deprivation is volatile
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“… exposure to EV [Economic Vulnerability] during childhood is 

associated with poorer outcomes ... These outcomes cover a range of 

key dimensions, including cognitive and educational attainment, 

school engagement, socio-emotional development, life 

satisfaction, self-concept, chronic illness/disability, obesity, 

health behaviours (for example, smoking, drinking for the ’98 

cohort) and quality of relationships… In the majority of cases, 

there appears to be a cumulative effect of exposure ... That said, 

even transitory spells of EV are associated with worse outcomes 

compared to never experiencing EV” (ESRI, 2021).

Poverty has long-term consequences
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Those who experience poverty in childhood face an increased risk of 
experiencing it as adults

Most of the relationship between poverty in childhood and in 
adulthood is explained by educational attainment and current 
employment situation

This suggests the need for social policy aimed at breaking the cycle of 
poverty… policies that seek to reduce persistent inequalities in 
educational outcomes, from early childhood through to higher 
education, are crucial.

Intergenerational poverty
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“We want all children to be happy and well cared for”

• Reducing poverty has enormous benefit for each child.

• Saves money by reducing demands for social services like 

welfare, health, crime.

• Supports a more dynamic, efficient and productive economy, by 

making sure that everyone has the potential to contribute.
• Will enhance social cohesion and protect democracy.
• That social cohesion will help support the changes needed for 

climate action, to reduce pressure on the environment.

• Enriches us culturally and artistically by creating the 

conditions for everyone with talent to realise their potential.
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What do you think the role of central 
Government is?

Your views?
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Role of Centre of Government
Ensuring high-quality decision making

Risk management and foresight

Policy coordination across government

Managing government transitions

Whole-of-government vision

External and internal communications

Driving cross-cutting policies

Implementation and monitoring of performance

OECD, 2018
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Role of the Programme Office 
The Child Poverty and Well-being Programme Office was established in the Department of 

the Taoiseach in Spring 2023 to coordinate and focus Government action on child poverty 

and well-being. 

Its role is to: 

1. Monitor the delivery of policy commitments by Departments and their Agencies.

2. Undertake a small number of strategic initiatives which have the potential to increase 

the impact of current and emerging measures.

In August 2023, the Office published its initial work programme for the next two and a 

half years, From Poverty to Potential: A Programme Plan for Child Poverty and Well-

being 2023-2025
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 
under CC BY-SA-NC

https://www.duperrin.com/english/2021/03/02/how-to-prioritize-your-employee-experience-initiatives/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Four Cross-Government Initiatives

1. A focus on child poverty in the annual budget

2. Programme to support service integration

3. Tools to enhance policy and implementation focus

4. Child-services workforce development
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Taoiseach's Ambition

My vision for Ireland is a country where all children are given an equal 

chance, where we break down the barriers to education, where we 

give people the security of home ownership and the certainty of dignity 

in ill health and old age. A country where we realise a fair, caring, 

tolerant and diverse society, founded on the strong economy and full 

employment. We can underpin this societal aspiration by setting an 

overarching goal. I set that ambition at our Child Poverty Summit last 

week and I am telling you today we will make Ireland the best country 

in Europe to be a child. This will be Ireland’s moon shot, if you will, and 

it will be the guiding focus of everything I do. (Taoiseach Simon Harris)



Earthrise, taken on December 24, 1968,
by Apollo 8 astronaut William Anders
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Anders
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“We came all the way to explore the Moon, and the most 

important thing is that we discovered the Earth.” -

William Anders.



Thank you

anna.visser@taoiseach.gov.ie

anne-marie.mcgauran@taoiseach.gov.ie

cpw@taoiseach.gov.ie

www.gov.ie/childpoverty

mailto:anna.visser@taoiseach.gov.ie
http://www.gov.ie/childpoverty
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