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Overview
• Some framing
• What is evidence?
• What are the challenges?
• How can they be overcome?



‘Knowledge regimes are the organisational and institutional machinery that 
generates data, research, policy recommendations and other ideas that 
influence public debate and policymaking’

Campbell and Pedersen 2014
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Using evidence in Ireland 
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•
• Impact 2030

Challenges in Research Evidence

Multiple nodes of dispersed activity 
• Inconsistent activity based on institution, specialism and departmental 

contacts

Unclear Access Points
• Not aware of who the point of contact is or what system priorities are

Capacity Development 
• Complex messaging, unhelpful timing of information, both for supply and demand 

sides 

Incentives to engage with policy activity
• Growing movement towards recognition of experience over publication 
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•
• Impact 2030

Developing policy to support research 
engagement 

Collate activity 
and establish 
core structures 
• Civil Service 

Research Network 
• HE group 
• Open engagement 

with European 
colleagues

Open 
consultation 
• Responses from 

early career and 
established 
researchers, HEIs 
and Research 
Performing 
Organisations

Research-
Policy 
interactions in 
practice 
• Key finding was a 

need to clarify 
policy-research 
linkages 

• Research Summit 
2023 workshop 
recorded and 
available 

Co-creation 
workshops 
• Key shared areas of 

impact explored in 
co-creation 
workshops 

• Capacity 
Development 

• Structural supports

Framework 
development

• Actionable 
framework to 
support 
engagement and 
relationship building

• Building on 
emerging good 
practice and 
addressing key 
areas where 
intervention is 
required

• Bring together 
national and 
international 
learnings

• Wide applicability 
and policy 
considerations  
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•
• Impact 2030

Emerging practice and activity

Clarity on 
research priorities Procurement Knowledge 

Brokerage

Case Studies Ongoing research Capacity 
Development
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