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FÁILTE – WELCOME !

WELCOME TO THE COLLEGE OF
SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING !

This is Stage 3 of your Orientation 
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COLLEGE OFFICE CONTACT

• CORA COSTELLO
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT (POSTGRADUATE AFFAIRS)
PHONE: 091 493630
EMAIL: CORA.COSTELLO@NUIGALWAY.IE
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CAMPUS IT ACCOUNT

• https://www.universityofgalway.ie/information-solutions-
services/services-for-students/campusaccount/ /



SCHOLARSHIPS

• If you are in receipt of a Scholarship you must fill out a Scholarship Exemption Declaration 
form

• Complete before the  7th to obtain scholarship payment by end of month
• You need to have a PPS number (or proof of having applied for one) and SEPA Bank Account 

(help from International Office) 

• Read the guide ! 
(https://www.universityofgalway.ie/media/researchaccounts/files/Scholarship-Application-
Process---Students-.pdf) 

https://www.universityofgalway.ie/research-accounting/scholarships.html
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UNIVERSITY OF GALWAY POSTGRADUATE  GUIDELINES

https://www.universityofgalway.ie/media/graduatestudies/files/university_guidelines_for_research_degree_progra
mmes.pdf



POSTGRADUATE  GUIDELINES

https://www.universityofgalway.ie/media/collegeofscienceandengineering/CSE-PhD-
Guidelines_October_2022.pdf



COLLEGE PGR GUIDELINES

• New guidelines applicable to all PGR (=PhD+MSc by Research) 
students in the College

• Personal Development plan

• GRC Procedures

• Article-based thesis

• PhD Timeline
• Problem Resolution
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AGENDA SUPERVISOR-PHD STUDENT MEETINGS

1. What I’ve done since the last meeting

2. Questions, issues

3. Feedback from Supervisor

4. Plan on what to do before next meeting

5. The Next Thing

6. The next meeting 

Send email to supervisor summarising the meeting
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Personal Development Plan



https://www.universityofgalway.ie/rdc/



WHAT TO DO NEXT 
• Initial Consultation with your supervisor about:

• Your Personal career development plan. 

• What modules you should take over the next 2-3 Years

• Timelines for your research plan.

• Who is on your Graduate Research Committee

• Frequency and timing of Meetings.
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MODULES (STRUCTURED PHD)

PICK MODULES CAREFULLY

• CORE MODULES SPECIFIC TO YOUR SUBJECT AREA

• GS MODULES HTTP://WWW.NUIGALWAY.IE/GRADUATE-

STUDIES/CURRENTSTUDENTS/GSMODULES/

• DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC MODULES – EG. PH506, CH508 
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GRC PROCESS

By End April
• Student Progress Report Form GS030
• Submit this by email to your GRC members

By End April

• Supervisor Progress Report Form (GS040)
• Submit a progress report to the GRC members

By End May

• Student meets with GRC: presentation & Discussion
• GRC Report Form (GS050) submitted to discipline administrator

By End May

• Approval to Progress when the GRC report is approved by the College
• You can expect to receive a copy of the GRC report
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THE MINI-VIVA

• All PhD students are required to submit a written Mini-Viva Report to their GRC within 2 years 
of registration.  Individual schools may decide on when the mini-viva is held within the first two 
years 

• The Mini-Viva Report typically comprises 5,000 words, plus Appendices, and describes the work 
completed to date and a detailed PhD research proposal.  

• The purpose of this oral Mini-Viva Examination is to confirm that the student:

(i)  understands the research problem

(ii) is aware of the associated literature

(iii) has demonstrated capability to conduct independent research

(iv) has a realistic research plan and schedule

(v)  remains capable of completing the PhD

• The PhD student makes a detailed presentation to the GRC, followed by a mini-viva examination (questions from the 
GRC).  
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RESEARCH INTEGRITY TRAINING

• It is  required that all Research students and staff undertake basic training in Research Integrity –
this is provided online and free of charge. 

• Research students may obtain 5 ECTS credits for this training by registering for GS5110 and, in 
addition to the online material, attend an interactive workshop and complete a Research Student 
Supervisor Agreement - NOT AVAILABLE AT THE MOMENT

Details at https://www.universityofgalway.ie/researchcommunityportal/researchintegrity/
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SUSTAINABILITY TRAINING

• NUI, Galway has committed to embedding the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) 

• PhD supervisors and students should identify the SDGs with which the PhD research is 
aligned.

• Sustainable practices should be used in Research activities. 

• students are encouraged to consider relevant postgraduate modules in sustainability; 

• BI5108 Green Labs Principles and Practice,

• BSS2103 Introduction to Sustainability 

• PAB5128 Data Analysis for Sustainability Research
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PhD Timeline: 

Year 1

Research topic selected.

Modules selected for first year.

Background Literature review.

Planning, Experimental design and setup.

Preparation for Data Analysis (e.g. familiarization with software tools).

Modules corresponding to 10-15 credits accumulated by end of year 
(Structured PhD).



PhD Timeline: 
Year 2

Experimental work in progress.

Data analysis commenced.

Preliminary results.

Mini-viva complete.

15-20 credits accumulated in year 2 bringing the total in combination with year 1 
to 30 credits 



PhD Timeline: 
Year 3

Experimental work. 

Data analysis.

Publication (conference/Journal).

Thesis outline to GRC.



PhD Timeline: 
Year 4

Finalise Data Analysis.

Chapter drafts to supervisor.

External and Internal Examiners identified. 

Submission of Softbound thesis.

Publication.

Viva examination.

NB:  The University (your supervisor/school) cannot pay or waive 
your fees for you after year 4 



Bring in grad school
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WHO CAN HELP ?

• SUPERVISOR

• GRADUATE RESEARCH COMMITTEE

• HEAD OF SCHOOL

• COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND 
ENGINEERING

• VICE DEAN FOR GRADUATE 
STUDIES

• COLLEGE GRADUATE STUDIES 
COMMITTEE

• STUDENT’S UNION

• SU.PGRESEARCH@NUIGALWAY.IE

• SCHOOL & COLLEGE ADMINISTRATORS

• GRADUATE STUDIES BOARD

• DEAN OF GRADUATE STUDIES 

https://www.universityofgalway.ie/student-life/student-support/
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WHO CAN HELP ?

• COUNSELLING

• HTTPS://WWW.UNIVERSITYOFGALWAY.IE/COUNSELLORS/

• HTTPS://WWW.UNIVERSITYOFGALWAY.IE/CHAPLAINS/



Student Support Map College of Science and Engineering
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Key to Lines
Line 1 - Info & Digital Supports
Line 2 - Academic Supports
Line 3 - Health & Wellbeing
Line 4 - Lifelong Supports
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Acronyms
Campus Map CÉIM - Peer Support for First Years

ALIVE - Student Volunteering Programme
DISC - Computer Programming Drop-in Support
CUBBIE - Wheelchair Accessible, Multi-Sensory, Safe Space
LIFT - Leading Ireland’s Future Together Leadership Programme

PUPS - Physics Undergraduate Problem Solving Sessions
SUMS - Support for Undergraduate Mathematics and Statistics

Student 
Registry 
Helpdesk

Student Success Coach
Ideas 
Lab

Academic 
Skills 

Service

Academic 
Writing 
Centre CÉIM

Placement
Officer

Graduate Studies 
Office

Graduate Research
Committee

PG 
Scholarships

PUPS

SU 
Grinds

SUMS

LIFT

ENLIGHT
ALIVE

Computer 
Disc

SocietiesClubsCounselling Biodiversity Trail

Disability 
Support 
Services

CUBBIE  Chaplaincy

Academic 
Skills 
Hub

Makerspace

Career Development Centre

CV Resources

Cell Explorers

Financial Aid Fund

Student 
Health 
Centre

College Student 
Advisor

Academic 
Student 
Advisor Programme DirectorYear Coordinator

Student 
Enquiry 
Centre

SU General 
Enquiries / Lockers

Mature 
Students 

Officer Access 
Centre

College 
Office

School
Office

Laptop
Loan

Scheme

Accommodation
 and Welfare

International Office

Digital 
Champions 

(CELT)

Library & IT
incl. 

Blackboard support

Digital 
Literacy

Researcher Development 
Centre

Postgraduate Research
Student Mentoring

Employability
Award

 

    

January 2024



January 2024



September 2021





ALSO 
REMEMBER...

#STAYWELLINRESEARCH
@ITHINKWELLHUGH

https://nuigalwayie.sharepoint.com/sites/rdc/SitePages/Online-Resources-and-
Training.aspx



Contact Christopher at pgrmentoring@nuigalway.ie to sign up…

Go n-eirí an t-adh libh ! 
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